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Val Britton’s Language
of Maps

Since the beginning,
humankind has had
an unquenchable
thirst for exploring
the unknown,
orienting their
discoveries by
Celestial drawing maps. One
Wanderings by Val .
Britton Bay Area artist, Val
Britton, uses both
tangible and imaginary landscapes to
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explore our desire for imposing order in
the chaos of space.

Now showing at the San Jose Institue of
Contemporary Art, Britton’s Intimate
Immensity is a mixed-media installation
that uses the language of maps to
depict physical landscapes and
psychological spaces.

For Britton, art is a method for
navigating the terrain of memory and
imagination. Heavily influenced by her
personal longing to connect with her
deceased father, a cross-country truck
driver, she combines her own
abstraction of maps with routes he
used to drive across the United States.
The result is a meticulously crafted
collection of works with a complex array
of geometric spider webs.

Many of Britton’s pieces have a moody
element, as though dark thoughts were
lurking in the recesses of Britton's
consciousness while she created them.
The colors used are rich and earthy,
using metallic gray, rose and azure to
highlight backgrounds and blank space.
Trajectories wobble like roots or
intertwined vines.
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Britton’s most vivid
piece, Celestial
Wanderings,
features brightly
colored nebulas and
star clusters. I was
reminded of
humankind'’s
SISICIUIRVACIIN insignificance in the
Britton vast, empty space
of the cosmos and
our attempt to carve out a small sliver
of meaning by naming stars and
galaxies.

The exhibit’s site-specific installation,
The Continental Interior, consists of
layered landmasses and exploding
cutouts of atlases that hang from the
ceiling like a giant mobile. Playing with
depth and layering, Britton effectively
takes maps out of their normal, two-
dimensional plane.The installation is a
dizzying array of tangled shapes,
causing such a distorted sense of
perception that I had to take a step
back to reevaluate my sense of space.

After viewing the exhibit, I felt like I had
a rare glimpse into a map of Britton’s
mind, imagination and memory.
Hauntingly beautiful, the exhibit left me
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with the impression that Britton has not
gained solid closure to the past,
reaffirming humankind’s perpetual
search for meaning.

See Val Britton’s exhibit at the San
Jose Institute of Contemporary Art
until May 18. For more information,
visit www.sjica.org.
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Feedback

was a regular contributor to SWOOP
Magazine. She has recently started
working on her first book, a young adult
fantasy novel about lucid dreaming and
parallel realities. Read her blog at

Related Posts

s = | Sl e

Environmental Art Artists Explore
at Outdoor the Beauty of
Gallery, Roadside Water in SF's
Attraction — Presidio —

Review: Dottie Review: The

Attie at the Fourth Messenger
Cantor Arts —

Center —

Add a comment...

¥ PDFmyURL.com



http://www.realitygumbo.com/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/environmental-art-roadside-attraction/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/environmental-art-roadside-attraction/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/ways-of-water-presidio-the-china-brotsky-gallery/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/ways-of-water-presidio-the-china-brotsky-gallery/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/review-dottie-attie-cantor-arts-center/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/review-dottie-attie-cantor-arts-center/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/review-the-fourth-messenger/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/review-the-fourth-messenger/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/val-britton/#
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01

Leave a Reply

Your email address will not be published.
Required fields are marked *

X

]

*

]
]

-

Post Comment

¥ PDFmyURL.com



http://www.artanimalmag.com/val-britton/#top
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01

58 50
Followers Subscribers

Latest Upcoming

Sweating Through
Bharatanatyam with Jessica

Albrent

by Allison McCormick | posted on
September 4, 2012

Top 10: Taxidermy Artists

by Elizabeth Coleman | posted on
December 27, 2012

LADYPOINTS filmmakers inspire a

cultural revolution

by Elizabeth Coleman | posted on April
4,2013

The Devil In The Details — Cindy
Sherman at the SF MOMA

by Setsu Uzume | posted on August
29,2012

About Our Art Magazine

by Alison Kjeldgaard | posted on March
22,2012

;F' PDFmyURL.com



http://www.facebook.com/artanimalmag
http://twitter.com/artanimalmag
http://feeds.feedburner.com/ArtAnimal
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
http://www.artanimalmag.com/interview-jessica-albrent-bharatanatyam/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/interview-jessica-albrent-bharatanatyam/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/top-10-taxidermy-artists/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/top-10-taxidermy-artists/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/ladypoints/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/ladypoints/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/cindy-sherman-sf-moma/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/cindy-sherman-sf-moma/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/about-our-womens-art-magazine/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/about-our-womens-art-magazine/
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01

ArtAnimal

About Us

We're a unique group of journalists
passionate about women who are making the
arts even more creative, beautiful and
strange. Join us every week for fresh news on
women’s art across the country.

Tags

art BayArea comics dark humor
exhibition experimental feminism
fiction film gender gender equality

identity installation interview music

;F' PDFmyURL.com



https://pinterest.com/artanimalmag/
http://www.facebook.com/artanimalmag
https://twitter.com/#!/artanimalmag
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/art-2/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/bay-area/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/comics-2/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/dark-humor/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/exhibition/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/experimental-2/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/feminism/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/fiction-2/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/film-2/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/gender/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/gender-equality/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/identity/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/installation/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/interview/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/music-2/
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01

painting performance photography
poetry Sculpture Theater writer

zines

Blogroll

BUST Magazine

Darling Magazine

Huff Post Women

Reality Gumbo

The Frisky

The Hairpin

Works by Women

Works by Women San Francisco

:F' PDFmyURL.com



http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/painting-2/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/performance-2/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/photography-2/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/poetry/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/sculpture/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/theater/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/writer/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/tag/zines/
http://www.bust.com/
http://darlingmagazine.org/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/women/
http://www.realitygumbo.com/
http://www.thefrisky.com/
http://thehairpin.com/
http://worksbywomen.wordpress.com/
http://worksbywomensf.wordpress.com/
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01

Recent Comments

Jim Moore on Review: The Fourth Messenger

The Fourth Messenger at Ashby Stage |
Works by Women San Francisco on Review:
The Fourth Messenger

Beautiful taxidermy | Glitter in the brain on
Top 10: Taxidermy Artists

2013 San Francisco Frindge Festival | It's Ady
Lady on Christina Augello Hosts San
Francisco Fringe Festival 2012

mark on Interview: Christine Young of Works
by Women SF

¥ PDFmyURL.com


http://www.artanimalmag.com/review-the-fourth-messenger/#comment-1601
http://worksbywomensf.wordpress.com/2013/02/21/the-fourth-messenger-at-ashby-stage/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/review-the-fourth-messenger/#comment-1539
http://glitterinthebrain.com/2013/01/12/beautiful-taxidermy/
http://www.artanimalmag.com/top-10-taxidermy-artists/#comment-1130
http://www.itsadylady.com/?p=236
http://www.artanimalmag.com/christina-augello-hosts-san-francisco-fringe-festival-2012/#comment-1019
http://www.artanimalmag.com/interview-works-by-women/#comment-962
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01

