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Leading the way
for mnc)vatwe art

By Sue McAlllster

smcallzster @mercm yrets.cor

The San Jose Instltute of Contem—
,porary Art is taking a deep breath and -
savoring some past — and present — ac-
complishments. Among them, the insti

launc
, sho S ¢

: late February, all three gallery spaces in the building will

- host works by local artist Tony May.

tled “Old

ogy,”, the exhibit nonetheless “has more electronic
. running along the tops of the walls and through the

‘than any show we've ever done,” says Kimball

the mstltute since 2000

She spoke Wlth’
.cently
fromt

us re-

e conversation.

- Q

 the ICA to have reached 1ts
‘30th year? .

. AThere’s per51stence ‘
and perseverance, butl
don't really like to dwellon

the celebration of getting
to 30, because it almost -
unphes we did it despite -
ourselves, and we didn’t

: We ve been on this mcred.

ing responswe to C
< mmuty and we're lis

annual auction, adrm;
that you had “a snowt ;
chance in hell” of persuad-

ing him. He sent you some-

thing to auction instead.
A This box arrives, and

“inside is a Chinese takeout

box, and it’s signed by him.
The box is painted with fire,
and there is a Styrofoam
-ball covered in'shiny glitter
with red tinsel around it. So

it's a snowball in hell, right?

It was the most appropri-
ate, hysterical, thoughtﬁﬂ ,

hat does it mean for

vho has led

Here are excerpts have

L and it's valid. k

‘what would you want tobe?

AA math scholar It’
not a topic I ever cared
about, but now I see artlsts

_ who are mathematicians
- who arejust brilliant. And
g . the other thing, when [

was a kid [ wanted tobe
he general manager of the

. Metropohtah Opera.

A Bothmy parents are

fine art lovers. My dad

worked right across from

© the Museum of Modern Art
(inNew York),soasa kid

I would go in on the train,
he’d meet me and we Would
have lunch in the MOMA

~ sculpture garden, the old

one, and then tour around
the museum. Art was

- always somethmg I saW as

a treat

Contact Sue McAlester at

4089205833,




